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To empower people and 
build community in Down-
town Muskegon by sharing 
God’s love, as we  walk 
alongside neighbors, seeking 
justice and a better quality 
of life for all through long-
term, sustainable changes. 
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Betty Neal
Kim Goodfellow

Barabara 
Prescott

Dear Friends & Neighbors!

Nine brand-new homes  are being built on one city block in the core city neighborhoods.  Our 
neighborhoods haven’t seen investment like this in decades. My kids love biking and walking past 
the new houses to see the progress.  The row of houses is right across from their favorite park and 
if they swing high enough on the swings, they say, “we can see over the top of the roofs!” 

The homes are new and shiny.  They have some interesting architectural additions, but the character 
of these homes is of a different kind--a different depth--than what we are used to in this 
neighborhood that spans a history over 100 years.

We are used to character that’s defined by time and survival.  It’s the kind of  character that is 
shaped by dents, divets and flaws.  Wood floors that bear the tread of 100 years of footsteps.  Walls 
that meet floors at ne’r a 90 degree angle. Porches that tilt; paint oftenchipped.  Windows you’ve 
got to jimmy to open.   This is the kind of character that only time creates.  It’s weathered, worn, 
and rich.  A face lined with stories--worry lines and smile wrinkles.  It tells stories of people, families, 
struggle, celebration.  It is living history.

Don’t get me wrong: I love the new homes.  In 
a lot of ways, this investment tastes like hope. 
I can’t wait to meet our new neighbors and 
welcome them to life in this neighborhood.

But I’ve been around long enough to know 
that these new homes--while beautiful and 
promising--aren’t really the story.  Rather, they 
are just a part of a broad, rich story that traces 
a long history, etched by time and  
circumstance.  For this, I’m tremendoulsy 
grateful and humbled.  

Inside this edition of the enPulse, you are going to read about some of the folks that add to the 
character of our core city neighborhoods story.  They are survivors, just like many of the 100 year old 
homes that we’ve rehabbed.  

Turn the page and you won’t see the normal coverage of all of our programs.  Instead, you’ll see a 
dive into the various facets of our housing initiatives.  The circle map (inside, on the right) shows 
via picture how each housing program adds to the overall strategy of neighborhood/city  
revitalitzation.  The stories around the map are written by a few of our neighbors, who chose to 
share with you how their individual story weaves into the beautiful tapestry of this neighborhood 
called home.

Together, seeking SHALOM in the City!

Sarah Rinsema-Sybenga

Meet a few of our Neighbors....



enStory
Tara Foreman 
Mary Jamieson
Morgan Witmer
Angela Zondervan

STAFF:

Sarah Rinsema-Sybenga, 
Executive Director

Laurie Wieschowski, McLaughlin Grows
Cailtin MacLaren, Housing Specialist

Daniel Moran, Commuity Health Worker 
Virginia Taylor,  

Bethany Housing Director
Ortavia Jones,  

Community Health Worker
Kimi Zimmerman, Rehab Specialist

Charlotte Johnson, YEP Director
Tamra Ivy, HAP Housing Specialist 

Title V: 
Cowboy Hardy, Housing Navigator 

 
AmeriCorps Members: 

Travis Dodge, Dawanda Greene
Ken Flowers, Micah Burrell

Hayley Vandenbranden, 
Arisha Coffee, Cherrelle Hughey,
Corey Jackson, Dorothy Griswold

Community enCompass 
Board Members & Staff

Barb Klingenmaier
Heidi Sytsema
Bill Uetricht 
James Harris
Alfredo Hernandez

At the age of 55, I’m entering a new chapter of life, as I am on my way 
to owning a home of my own.  I’ve had a couple of re-starts in life.  Five 
years ago, I got sober after years of dealing with alcoholism.  I had just 
gone through a second time through detox and was taking classes and 
counseling at  Hackley Life Counseling.  I spent four years living with family 
during those years, and with their love and support, I found the courage 
to change my life.  I’ve now been working full-time for 2.5 years at Shape 
Corp, and am so excited, happy, proud, and grateful to be on my way to owning 
a home of my own.

Barbara Prescott loves animals. She especially loves her 
dog, Cameron, who has been a part of her family for years 
now. He has been a companion to Barb during good and 
bad times. Barb was once homeless, and having a disability 
she wasn’t able to work. With the help of her housing case 
manager she obtained Social Security Income and a place 
to live in our Permanent Supportive Housing Program. 

Through a lot of hard work, Barb has become more 
self-sufficient and has been stably housed for over 5 years. 

“I’m a planner, and my life is finally stable enough for me to plan again!  I’m slowly but surely 
paying off my debt, I’m regular on all my bills, and I have a life I am enjoying.  It’s not perfect, 
but whose is?” Barb says with a smile and a shrug. The last decade has been shaping for Barb, 
growing her love for her neighbors.  “I know what it’s like to be on the edge.  So I’m all about 
helping out my family and neighbors, if they need it.  I’ll babysit so they can go to work. I’ve 
taken people in for a few weeks, if they need it, too. I can’t get around much with my disability, 
but I’ll do whatever I can to help folks get back on their feet.  The thing is that I love people!”  

Home Ownership- Kim Goodfellow, Neighbor

Home Rental Services- Barbara Prescott, Neighbor

Betty Neal is 83 years old, a resident of the neighborhood for over 50 years.  “This house was just what 
we prayed for way back then.  It was me, my husband, and my four kids.  This house was perfect---it 
was small with no upstairs, and set up on a hill from the street.  My kids loved the two lots it sits on,” 
she says pointing to the yard outside.  We got to know Ms. Neal through a Home Owner Rehab project.  
She couldn’t get up the stairs to her front door after two knee replacements, and so we coordinated 
rehab of the front stairs, as well as the roof, kitchen, bath, and electrical re-work. She loves her neighborhood.  
“It is a nice neighborhood.  Always was.  And if anyone comes in and don’t act right, I just pray them 
out,” she says with a smile.  

Ms. Neal has been a pray-er her whole life.  “When we first moved, I prayed about what I could do here.  
The Lord told me to get to know the kids in the neighborhood.  So, I talked to the parents and started a kids ministry right out of my house.  
I’d read to them and talk to them, everyday.  Sometimes I’d take them to a little house church we had going in the neighborhood.  You have 
to train them up when they are young.  Oh, boy, there were so many of them,” she laughs and shakes her head. “And you know what? Every 
last one of those kids graduated.  It was the Lord’s work---I couldn’t have done it on my own.”  Ms. Neal is full of humilty, but her story and 
her presence, even now, as I sit on her front porch is deep and wide.  What a legacy in the neighborhood.

Home Owner Rehab- Betty Neal, Neighbor



Having experienced a period of homelessness as a child, I never expected to be homeless as an adult. It’s so crazy how life works! One day 
everything is working in your favor, and the next day you lose everything.

I had a car and fully furnished house, until I was let go from my job. Then everything went downhill. I received an eviction notice, because I 
was not able to pay rent. As a Dad of two daughters, I felt weak, embarrassed and ashamed. I was scared because I had nowhere to go, and 
didn’t know what to do next. Because my daughters were looking up to me, giving up was not an option. At first, we went from house to 
house, then we began sleeping in our car. I was worried, because I thought CPS was going to find out and take my kids away from me.

I began calling different agencies to help us. Community enCompass responded to our need. After assessing our situation, they placed us in a 
hotel for two weeks, then helped us locate a house for rent just in time for Christmas. They continued to work with me, referring me to 
Michigan Works for employment assistance. Every step of the way, they helped me succeed despite the challenges I faced. 
Today, I am holding a full-time job with great benefits, my daughters and I have a place we can call home, we have food and clothes, and are 
happy. The key is to never give up, no matter how many obstacles you face.

Homeless Assistance- Anonymous, Neighbor

What: Rental Assistance and Relationship 
Building
For: For Homeless individuals and families
Invested to date: $227,000
Funders: MSHDA, Individual Donors, HUD
United Way

What: 32 units of supported, affordable 
work-force housing
For: Working Wage Families
Invested to Date: $1,030,000
Funders: Tenants, Individual Donors, City of 
Muskegon Home Funds, MSHDA

What: Rehabbing forgotten homes to sell 
to home owners
For: Anyone who wants to move into the City!
Investment to Date: $89,500
Funders: Individual Donors, Foundations

Homeless Assistance

Home Rental ServicesHome Rehab

Home Ownership

Community Development 
Revolving Fund

Neighborhood
Revitalization

What: Zero-interest loans to assist with 
major repairs and curb appeal
For: Low-income home-owners
Investment to Date: $447,000
Funders: MSHDA

Neighborhood
Stabilization Program

What: Affordable Home Ownership
For: Low to moderate income neighbors who can 
qualify for a mortgage
Investment to Date:  $200,300
Funders: MSHDA



Keep up with Community enCompass 
at www.communityencompass.org
 
The enPulse is published quarterly by 
Community enCompass at  
1105 Terrace St. 
Muskegon, MI  49442
Phone: 231-728-3117 
Email: info@communityencompass.org 

To empower people and build com-
munity in Downtown Muskegon 
by sharing God’s love, as we  walk 
alongside neighbors, seeking justice 
and a better quality of life for all 
through long-term, sustainable 
changes. 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
MUSKEGON, MI 
PERMIT NO. 308

Board Corner: Investment in RevitalizationHow Can You Help?
 
My donation will allow Community 
enCompass to continue working in 
Downtown Muskegon to seek positve 
and lasting change. 

Therefore (please check):
� I have enclosed my donation of $___
� I pledge to give $____ monthly
� I request to be informed of ongoing 
work by Community enCompass

Name: __________________________

Address:_________________________

City, St, Zip: _____________________

Email: __________________________

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Please send to
Community enCompass
1105 Terrace St.
Muskegon, MI 49442

As you can see 
in this newsletter, 
the venture of 
Neighborhood 
Revitalization is 
multi-faceted. The 
investment required 
is multi-faceted as 

well. The monetary investment is most obvious, 
but it’s also an investment of passion spent 
in rehabilitation of neglected or tired build-
ings and spaces. It’s an investment in the 
time spent in upkeep of home and yard. It’s 
an investment in others: mentoring, teaching, 
extending kindness to our neighbors. It 
takes many forms of talent and many levels 
of commitment. The opportunities to be 
involved in this work are abundant!

One of the ways my husband and I got 
involved was by moving our family down-
town. The monetary investment of purchas-
ing our house could be considered a part 
of Neighborhood Revitalization, as the lot 
which we occupy was completely empty 
less than a decade ago. I suppose that the 
time and care spent on the upkeep of our 
home could also be considered revitalization. 

But our motivation for this move was only in 
part the conservation and upkeep of a lovely 
house. It was also a desire to be a part of 
the urban core, to join in the growing hustle 
and bustle of Muskegon. And believe me, 
our lives have been greatly enriched by this 
move. We are thriving in the energetic 
neighborhood right outside our door. We 
have met new friends and have become 
involved in community endeavors, including 
the opportunity to serve on the Community 
enCompass board as a neighbor.

Now, your investment may look very different 
than mine. And that’s quite alright! When 
we’re working toward a vibrant, diverse, 
accessible, and inviting community, it “takes a 
village”. Thank you for joining me as a neighbor 
(literally or figuratively) in the effort.

While the full impact may be difficult to 
pinpoint, without a doubt Community 
enCompass gathers all levels of talents and 
commitments in order to hone the facets of 
Neighborhood Revitalization, working to 
create a neighborhood that really shines.

Sincerely, Morgan Witmer, Board Member


