
the 

To empower people and 
build community in  
Downtown Muskegon by 
sharing God’s love, as we  
walk alongside neighbors, 
seeking justice and a  
better quality of life for all 
through long-term,  
sustainable changes. 
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Pastor Jim Rausch is a “what if…” kind of pastor.  And, he’s a lover of community.  He sees a 
changing neighborhood in Glenside, where 1st Presbyterian has sat for 70 years.  Many of the 
smaller homes are changing to rental units and more neighbors are knocking at the church 
door throughout the week for help.  

Marti Driscoll, a member of 1st Pres, remembers,  
“Pastor Jim came to a group of us with this question: ‘What 
is the purpose of the church?’  We talked about a lot of 
things, but centered on this idea of church as a resource in a 
community and as partner WITH people who live in the 
neighborhood.  To reach out without expecting  
neighbors to come on Sundays, but rather to be an 
example of what Christians do and how they live.” 
 

That conversation became 
the inspiration for 1st Pres to reach out to McLaughlin Grows 
Urban Farm.  “We wanted to find a creative link between church 
families and neighborhood families who were interested in growing 
their understanding of good food/nutrition.  We knew Chris and 
Susie White and their eight kids from their involvement in church 
events.  Susie homeschooled the kids, and we thought this would 
be a creative way to walk alongside the family.” 

The partnership is simple:  1st Presbyterian purchased a McGrows 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) Share.  As a CSA member 
they get to pick up a freshly harvested bag of veggies every 
week.  They will drop off the veggies to the White Family and 
together explore new recipe ideas for the veggies.  Stories 

about the veggies, and the meals created, and the new relationships formed will be included 
in the church newsletter for all to enjoy and learn from! 

Pastor Jim states, “I’m hopeful that this partnership will generate enthusiasm for both healthy living 
and relationship building with our neighbors!”

This is just one of the myraid of ways that you can engage your urban farm.  We are currently 
signing up CSA members for 2015-2016.  Call us at 231.728.3117 to get more information 
about how you can get involved in this community development initiative!

Together, seeking SHALOM in the City!     Sarah Rinsema-Sybengaen
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Essentials: 
Health, Job, 
and Home

Creative Partnerships: Neighbor, Church, Farm



Sacred Suds needs volunteers for both 
morning shifts (9 AM – 1 PM) and afternoon 
shifts (1PM – 5 PM).  Volunteers schedule  
appointments, orient neighbors who are 
new to Sacred Suds to the process of doing 
laundry and taking showers, and help to 
create an environment of hospitality and 
community.  Call us at 231.726.4161 or 
email Fred at sacredsuds@communityen-
compass.org, with your questions! 
A huge thank you to the group of technicians from Bekins who recently  
volunteered at Sacred Suds to help fix machines that needed repair.  Owner Scott 
Bekins stated, “Sacred Suds serves the community in such a real way. The basic 
need of clean clothes necessary to find employment, or keep it, and go to school. 
All our technicians volunteered as a team to get them back to full service!”  We are 
also so grateful to the Community Foundation for Muskegon County for the recent 
grant of $5,000 to replace broken machines.
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enStory
Mike and Tracy Jackson have held the 
esteemed record of the longest tenant 
history with Bethany Housing, having 
lived in one of our units for over 8 years.  
Their tenancy was never stagnant, as 
they came into the program homeless, 
first moving into a transitional housing 
unit, and later into one of our single 
family rental homes.  But they always 
had dreams of owning a home.
This month, the Jackson Family abruptly 
ended their tenancy.  Why? They  
purchased the home they had been 
renting, achieving a huge milestone in 
their life.
The home the Jackson family purchased 
was donated 5 years ago, by Rosalie 
and Abram Bangma. “We purchased the 
house on Peck for our daughter.  After 
awhile it became clear that this was not 
a good option for her.  We fixed the house 
up to code and then put it on the market.  
When it didn’t sell, we considered our  
options.  After much prayer we decided 
to offer the house to Bethany Housing.  
We had heard about this program from a 
relative and were impressed.  

This was God’s house from the start.  God 
allowed us to be caretakers of this house 
for a short time but He, in His wisdom, 
had a family picked out to make this 
house a home.  We are thankful to God 
for what He has accomplished!” 
Congratulations, Mike and Tracy: You 
are home owners!  You have worked 
diligently through many challenges to 
reach this goal.  Your family is a great 
blessing to the neighborhood.  Thank 
you for choosing to invest your life here!

Home Sold: Neighbor Gained
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YOUR NAME!

Urgently Needed:  Volunteers @ Sacred Suds



A year ago, Community enCompass took on a new community initiative aimed at ending homelessness,  
becoming the Housing Assessment and Resource Agency (HARA) for Muskegon.  The shift of this program to 
Community enCompass was unexpected and significant, but the collaborative spirit of this community has shown 
that it can face any challenge.  In just one year these partners have come together to leverage state dollars,  
providing rent assistance, case management support, and keys to actual housing for the homeless in our  
community: United Way, Pathways of the Lakeshore, AmeriCorps, Every Woman’s Place, and many other  
community partners that make up the Muskegon Continuum of Care.  Muskegon, we can be proud!
Read this story of how one passionate advocate came alongside one man who needed a hand, and how together 
they found housing and health stability.

Muskegon: An Agile Community that Responds!  

A 43 year old homeless man who had been admitted to the hospital for triple bypass surgery, checked himself out of 
the hospital against his doctor’s advice. The stress of his homelessness weighed so heavily on him that the implications 
of the life-saving surgery, not to mention the rehabilitation and recovery that would follow, overwhelmed him.  He was 
literally having to choose between finding a place to live and saving his own life. 

It might be hard for us to understand his choice.  As important as having a place to live is, surely having the surgery that 
would save his life should come first.  To those of us fortunate enough to have a safe, secure place to live, the priorities 
are clear.  But for him, all he could think about was finding a home.

Ortavia Jones, a Community Health Worker and Housing Specialist with 
Community enCompass had been made aware of his situation.  Ortavia 
knew that she needed to do what she could to get him back into the 
hospital for the care that would save his life. She began by assuring him 
that she would advocate for him and find a place for him and his wife to 
live. She contacted agencies to arrange for a housing subsidy for them.  
He and his wife earned a small monthly income by doing chores for his 
mother, but they could not afford to pay full market-rate rent.  A subsidy 
would limit the monthly rent to a percentage of their income and make it 
possible for them to have a place of their own.

The next step was to find a house or apartment. Ortavia tirelessly advocated 
on his behalf, and then found a landlord who agreed to rent him a three 
bedroom apartment for the price of a one bedroom. She also worked to 
expedite the required inspection so that the apartment would be available 
when he left the hospital. While he was recuperating at a local rehabilitative center, Ortavia contacted a community 
resource for assistance in resolving an outstanding utility bill so that he would have  service at his new apartment 
and worked with another social agency to pay the security deposit and part of the first month’s rent. With help from a 
church organization, Ortavia arranged for them to have a refrigerator and helped his girlfriend find jobs with  
McDonald’s and Admiral.

When he was able to visit the new apartment for the first time, he was overjoyed. He loved his new home and could 
hardly believe that this was even possible.

Health, Home, Job.  Three of the puzzle pieces that hold everything else together.  Thank you, Muskegon, for making it 
possible for us to build up our neighbors so they are strong enough to give back!



Keep up with Community enCompass 
at www.communityencompass.org
 
The enPulse is published quarterly by 
Community enCompass at  
1105 Terrace St. 
Muskegon, MI  49442
Phone: 231-728-3117 
Email: info@communityencompass.org 
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The sense of accomplishment and 
independence that you felt at the end 
of a hard day’s work. That feeling of 
earning every penny that landed in 
your pocket. For most of us, that first 
job was a crucial step up on the ladder 
of our engagement with the world, a 

stepping 
stone that 
prepared us 
to take on 
more 
responsibility. 
A gift from 
you today 
will give 
core city 
youth their 
first work 
experience.

Youth in our neighborhoods have 
limited opportunity to get a summer 
job. We know that too much idle time in 
the hands of youth (or any of us!) is not 
a good thing. Employment is not only 

a personal development strategy but 
a community development strategy: 
youth working keeps our streets safe!

We have the work for the kids. We have 
the staff to train and supervise them. 
What we need is the money to pay 
the kids for their work. Our goal is to 
engage 32 kids throughout the spring 
and summer in leadership training 
and work, awarding them $500 at the 
completion of their work experience.

Can you help us reach our goal?? 
 
Together, seeking SHALOM in the City!

Remember YOUR First Job?How Can You Help?
 
My donation will allow Community 
enCompass to continue working in 
Downtown Muskegon to seek positve 
and lasting change. 

Therefore (please check):
� I have enclosed my donation of $___
� I pledge to give $____ monthly
� I request to be informed of ongoing 
work by Community enCompass

Name: __________________________

Address:_________________________

City, St, Zip: _____________________

Email: __________________________

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Please send to
Community enCompass
1105 Terrace St.
Muskegon, MI 49442


