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To empower people and 
build community in Down-
town Muskegon by sharing 
God’s love, as we  walk 
alongside neighbors, seeking 
justice and a better quality 
of life for all through long-
term, sustainable changes. 
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C.A.T.C.H 
Camp 2016 
Climbs A Li’l 
Bit Higher

Home  
Redemption 
Projects

Dear Friends & Neighbors!

It’s time to Taste and See!  Join us for our 5th Annual Progressive Dinner & Tour! Come, get 
a taste of what it’s like to live, learn, work, grow and play here, and experience the work God 
is doing in core city Muskegon neighborhoods.

Local restaurant cuisine will be featured along the tour, thanks to Ryke’s Bakery, Mia and 
Grace, Curry Kitchen, Fatty Lumpkins, Lobbyside Café, Charlie’s Home Brew, Unruly 
Brewing, the CIM, and more!

Date: Tues, September 27th 2016
Time: 5-8 PM, departure at 5:20 SHARP
Tickets: $40—RSVP by Sept 11th
Register online: www.communityencom-
pass.org/taste-see

You’ll visit…

*  Sacred Suds—community center where 
neighborhood families gather to wash 
clothes, shower, socialize over food, use 
computers, and get connected to housing 
resources.

*  Lots of rehabbed homes, strategically located throughout the downtown neighborhoods.

*  The expanded site of McLaughlin Grows Urban Farm in the front yard of Mercy Health 
Hackley Campus.
 
Hear stories from neighbors along the tour about how they are impacting this geography for 
good.
 
“Taste and See” how we are seeking SHALOM in the City and experience downtown 
neighborhoods of Muskegon in a fresh way!

Sarah Rinsema-Sybenga

Nurturing 
Lifelong 
Growers



enStory
Tara Foreman 
Mary Jamieson
Morgan Witmer
Angela Zondervan

STAFF:

Sarah Rinsema-Sybenga, 
Executive Director

Laurie Wieschowski, McLaughlin Grows
Cailtin MacLaren, Housing Specialist

Daniel Moran, Commuity Health Worker 
Virginia Taylor,  

Bethany Housing Director
Ortavia Jones,  

Community Health Worker
Kimi Zimmerman, Rehab Specialist

Charlotte Johnson, YEP Director 

Title V: 
Cowboy Hardy, Housing Navigator 

 
AmeriCorps Members: 

Travis Dodge, Dawanda Greene
Ken Flowers, Micah Burrell

Hayley Vandenbranden, 
Arisha Coffee, Cherrelle Hughey,

Corey Jackson, Dorothy Griswold, 
Patrick Thompson

Community enCompass 
Board Members & Staff

Barb Klingenmaier
Heidi Sytsema
Bill Uetricht 
James Harris
Alfredo Hernandez

Kylani, Breon and Carmela have been 
coming to C.A.T.C.H Camp for a few 
years. “It was a great place to come 
and hang out with my friends,” Breon 
told me as we sat down in the shade of 
McLaughlin Community Park. Breon had 
just helped lead the day's camp activities. 
Just like Breon, this is Kylani's third 
year at camp. “I came back because 
I love kids! I thought it would be fun.” 
C.A.T.C.H Camp, in its 9th year, is a  
daily summer camp for children in our 
core city neighborhoods. Children get 
to play games and do crafts in a safe, 
outdoor environment. Miss Charlotte who 
coordinates C.A.T.C.H Camp says, “Our 
purpose is to teach the children 4 core 
values: to be respectful, have an  
excellent attitude, be dependable, and to 
be safe.” 

Apart from a handful of adults, C.A.T.C.H 
Camp is mostly lead by youth like Kylani, 
Breon and Carmela, who each spend 
their summer ensuring that those  
younger than themselves have an 
enriching summer. They are part of 
Comunity enCompass’s YEP Program, 
which recruits high school teens, and 
helps shape them into leaders and future 
pillars of society. YEP leaders lead camp 
activities, mentor and provide discipline, 
and lead off-site field trips. The best part 
is “learning to be more responsible,” YEP 
Breon said. He hopes to use these new 
skills to find work next summer, so he 
can be more self-reliant.

Community enCompass 
thanks.....

Adac Automotive
Calvary Church

Forest Park Church
First Lutheran Church

And Project Serve

...for your continued support 
of C.A.T.C.H Camp 2016!

But there is more to C.A.T.C.H Camp than 
painting beach balls and playing tag. The 
core city neighborhoods of Muskegon are not 
an easy place to grow up in, and many of the 
children have experienced loss in some form. 
C.A.T.C.H Camp offers these children the 
chance to be kids, in a world that often forces 
them to grow up quickly. Children have the 
support of each other and they have the 
positive mentorship of youth leaders like  
Kylani, Breon & Carmela. As Miss Charlotte 
says, “The goal is to show community, make 
C.A.T.C.H. Camp a learning experience and 
a safe place.  It is an opportunity for a kid to 
be a kid.”

We would like to thank all our camp leaders, 
for the help and support they gave to the 
youth of Muskegon at C.A.T.C.H Camp 2016. 
Without their leadership C.A.T.C.H Camp 
would not be possible. That support goes 
both ways.  As YEP Carmela tells me “If I'm 
having a hard day, it’s nice to see the kids 
smile, just to be around them and the  
positive energy that they give out.” For 
Carmela and the other leaders,  C.A.T.C.H 
Camp provides them with a rich reward.

C.A.T.C.H Camp 2016.... by Patrick Thompson



Adam is full of smiles and radiates 
joy. A sophomore studying Urban 
Farming at MSU and back home for 
the summer as a Farm Intern with 
McLaughlin Grows, Adam grew up in 
Muskegon. He had an idyllic life as the 
son of a successful car salesman, and 
a mother who worked part-time for 
something to do, rather than because 
of a need for money.
 
Adam grins while I interview him 
on the McLaughlin Grows Hackley 
Farm site as he says, “It was a very 
happy-go-lucky life! But, I’ve lived a 
wealthy life, and I’ve lived a very poor 
life.” Adam’s mother was diagnosed 
with a crippling, degenerative illness 
that eventually led to divorce, addiction 
and debt. After the divorce, Adam 
chose to stay with his mother instead 
of his father. “Me and him have never 
seen eye to eye,” says Adam, “so I’ve 
always lived with my mom if I could.”
 

During Middle School, Adam quali-
fied to participate in the Growing 
Goods program, a Summer School 
program offered through Muskegon 
Public Schools, in partnership with 
McLaughlin Grows. Laurie 
Wieschowski, McLaughlin Grows 
Farm Manager, explains Growing 
Goods: “Students who have failed one 
core class have the chance to graduate 
to the next grade, with successful 
completion of the Growing Goods 
program. To help make the summer 
school experience richer and more 
meaningful, some of the students are 
sent to McLaughlin Grows to learn 

about the food needs in their city, how 
they can be proactive in their own lives 
to alleviate some of these needs, and 
to learn how by working together, they 
can achieve bigger and better things for 
themselves and 
for others.”
 
“I wasn’t doing 
well in those 
years—I was 
mentally and 
physically 
unhealthy and 
very angry—
and I was 
looking for a 
way to just 
stay out of the 
house,” says 
Adam.  
“Staying on the 
farm all day was a pretty good option, 
and once I started getting happier and 
healthier, it was more reason to stay.” 
Adam has been at McLaughlin Grows 
ever since.

In high school, Adam became a Peer 
leader for Growing Goods on the farm, 
working with new kids coming through 
the program. It was a steep learning curve 
for Adam, learning the skills needed 
on the farm, teaching others and being 
responsible for the development of the 
other kids, many of which had experi-
enced the devastating effects of gun 
crime.
 
“It was terrifying at times: we’ve had 
kids came to the program after their big 
brother was murdered overnight. We just 
don’t know what to do with these kids.” 
Adam goes on to answer his frustration, 
“We just have to be the rock in their life.” 
For Adam that’s what helped him, and he 
strives to do this for the others.
 
Laurie adds: “The Growing Goods youth 
engage the farm for the whole summer 
and so we get the opportunity to teach 
kids how to grow clean healthy food, but 

Muskegon Farmers Market: 
 Saturdays, 7 - 2 PM
Muskegon Heights Farmers Market:   
 Fridays, 12- 6 PM
McLaughlin Grows Farm Stand @ Mercy 
Health Hackley Campus: 
 Wednesdays, 3 - 6 PM 

Want to Buy McLaughlin 
Grows Veggies?

also how to grow personally. They learn 
how to weed beds, how to prepare the 
ground to grow food and how to bring 
fresh food from the seed to their lunch 
table. They learn to GROW food, but 

the farm also teaches them how to 
work together, how to plan for future 
goals, and shows them that from their 
hands, great things can happen!”

Adam loves the time he spends at 
McLaughlin Grows. “Seeing kids take 
the opportunities that they don’t know 
they have, that’s the most reward-
ing part.” Adam’s work at McLaughlin 
Grows, is integral to the work of both 
the farm and Growing Goods, but he 
is just one example of hundreds of 
Muskegon youth who work hard to develop 
their community, dreaming of a brighter, 
safer future.

From Growing Goods to Urban Farmer .... by Patrick Thompson



Keep up with Community enCompass 
at www.communityencompass.org
 
The enPulse is published quarterly by 
Community enCompass at  
1105 Terrace St. 
Muskegon, MI  49442
Phone: 231-728-3117 
Email: info@communityencompass.org 

To empower people and build com-
munity in Downtown Muskegon 
by sharing God’s love, as we  walk 
alongside neighbors, seeking justice 
and a better quality of life for all 
through long-term, sustainable 
changes. 
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Board Corner: Barb KlingenmaierHow Can You Help?
 
My donation will allow Community 
enCompass to continue working in 
Downtown Muskegon to seek positve 
and lasting change. 

Therefore (please check):
� I have enclosed my donation of $___
� I pledge to give $____ monthly
� I request to be informed of ongoing 
work by Community enCompass

Name: __________________________

Address:_________________________

City, St, Zip: _____________________

Email: __________________________

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Please send to
Community enCompass
1105 Terrace St.
Muskegon, MI 49442

I retired in January, 2012, after 44 years in Child Welfare.  
After that journey I listened to the advice of those who had 
retired before me, making sure to give time to decide how I 
wanted to forge into this new part of my life.  As the process 
continued, I added new learning adventures, taking  
advantage of arenas that I had had no time to commit to 
when my professional responsibilities included 24/7 on call.  

What I found missing from these new experiences was 
a specific human services connection that could “make 
a difference.”  My husband and I live in the central city’s 
Nelson Neighborhood, so when I was invited to participate as 

a board member, it was a perfect fit for my professional skills and interests.  

The greatest gift that Community enCompass offers is the real implementation of 
the belief/concept of “Shalom in the City.”  Beyond Community enCompass  
programs and initiatives that impact the neighborhood, Community enCompass 
staff all live in the core city and act as role models in our neighborhood on a regular 
basis.  They are my neighbors, and an inspiration to me, challenging me to reach 
out as a “great neighbor” as well.  

I am also a member of First Congregational Church (FCC), a church that has  
chosen to stay in the core city since 1835.  I want to “step up” my church’s  
commitment to housing needs and opportunities in the neighborhood.  I’m  
hoping to build the partnership between FCC and Community enCompass to help 
the church explore housing opportunities as a way to impact positive change in our 
neighborhood. 

On behalf of the board of directors, I thank you all for your participation in this 
movement to pursue SHALOM in the City! Barb Klingenmaier


